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The winter of 1859-1860 witnessed a famous con-
gressional battle over the speakership. The new
Congress which met in December contained 109'
Republicans, 101 Democrats, and 27 Know-Noth--
ings. The Republican candidate for speaker was
John Sherman of Ohio. As the first ballot showed
that he could not command a majority, a Demo-
crat from Missouri introduced this resolution:
"Whereas certain members of this House, now
in nomination for speaker, did endorse the book
hereinafter mentioned, Resolved, That the doc-
trines and sentiments of a certain book, called
The Impending Crisis of the South: How to Meet It,
are insurrectionary and hostile to the peace and
tranquillity of the country, and that no member
of this House, who has indorsed or recommended
it, is fit to be speaker of the House."
During two months there were strange scenes in
the House, while the clerk acted as temporary
speaker and furious diatribes were thundered back
and forth across the aisle that separated Repub-
licans from Democrats, with a passage of fisticuffs
or even a drawn pistol to add variety to the scene.
The end of it all was a deal. Pennington, of the
"People's Party" of New Jersey, who had sup-
ported Sherman but had not endorsed Helper,